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NEWS RELEASE
TEACHERS TACKLE ROLES IN BASE-JUMPING DEBATE
IN YEARLONG EXERCISE TO MASTER TECHNOLOGY
DAYTON, Ohio -Teachers know that learning is easier and more fun when students
work on engaging problems that require creativity and exploration. So they set up a fun
problem for themselves in a hands-on lesson designed to teach them about using technology in
education.
They'll argue the merits and drawbacks of BASE jumping in an exercise designed to
mimic a Congressional subcommittee debating whether to allow the dangerous extreme sport
-where jumpers outfitted with parachutes leap from bridges, cliffs and buildings - in
national parks.
Eighteen teachers will demonstrate what they've learned in a symposium from 9 to 11:30
a.m. Tuesday, May 15, at the University of Dayton. The teachers- six each from Centerville
High School, Harry Russell Elementary School in West Carrollton and Mills Lawn Elementary
School in Yellow Springs -have participated this year in the professional development
program sponsored by the Institute for Technology-Enhanced Learning, a joint project of UD
and Sinclair ~ommunity College. Technology coordinators for each school acted as resource
liaisons.
The symposium will be held in the Matt Heck Courtroom in Keller Hall, home of the UD
School of Law.
"We focus on learning and teaching first and technology second," said Jim Rowley,
associate professor of teacher education at UD and executive director of ITEL. "The project is
designed to identify or develop the best practices in using technology in the classroom, to study
that and see what works and what doesn't work. Then we can disseminate it to other teachers."
This group of teachers will mentor those chosen for the program to begin in the fall.
In this year's project, teams of teachers took on roles associated with the BASE jumping
debate, "a messy, ill-structured problem with multiple viewpoints that's hard to solve," Rowley
said. The acronym BASE stands for bridges, aerials, spans and earth, the fixed objects from
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which jumpers leap.
The BASE jumping group is aggressively promoting the extreme sport. The mythical
Families Against Dangerous Sports aims to curtail the activity. The New Horizons Media
Group, also mythical, is covering the story, and the National Park Service wants to continue the
ban on BASE jumping in its parks.
The final group of teachers will serve on the subcommittee hearing the debate. They will
be joined at the demonstration by three "guest" members of Congress who know nothing or
very little about the issue.
The teachers used technology such as Web searches and e-mail correspondence with
experts in their research, and they'll use the Web, video and PowerPoint in their presentations.
The subcommittee will come to a decision at the end of the demonstration.
"It's been a lot of fun," said fifth-grade teacher Ben Trumbull of Mills Lawn Elementary
School. "It's easy to see how we can get our students involved in similar activities. It's a good
way to learn, and you can tie together in one project different subjects such as a reading,
writing, social studies and even science, depending on the project."
Trumbull said his students use technology on a regular basis, with PowerPoint
presentations, Internet use and a digital camera that students use to insert photos into their
stories and papers.
The project was deliberately structured so that teachers considered technology from a
learner's viewpoint. "To bring about a shift in how teachers think about this kind of learning
environment for kids, you don't want to sit them down in a technology workshop. We chose to
engage teachers, to have them learn about technology as a learning and teaching tool while they
were attacking this problem," Rowley said.
Teachers participating in the ITEL program are:
• From Centerville High School: Betsy Apolito, Marie Dzuris, Jim Hawley, Ann Shafer,
Janet Shanks, Sherry Shuman and Jim Staley.
• From Harry Russell Elementary School: Wayne Smith, Kathleen Arnold, Sue Baker,
Lori Dorn, Elisia Hayes, Michelle Sewell and Denise McClure.
• From Mills Lawn Elementary School: Jackie Arnold, Dionne Barclay, Connie Jensen,
Don Nowak, Becky O'Brien, Debra Mabra and Ben Trumbull.
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For media interviews, contact Jim Rowley at (937) 229-3696 or via e-mail at
James.Rowley@notes.udayton.edu.

